
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.
Passed by Congress September 25, 1789 
Ratified December 15, 1791
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WHAT IS FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH AND WHAT 
DOES IT PROTECT?
Freedom of speech is essential to a strong democracy. 
The First Amendment generally prevents the govern­

https://col.st/hH1qm
https://studentaffairs.colostate.edu/resource/students/student-support/
/free-speech/
http://col.st/ames7
http://col.st/KlCxV


TALK TALK TALK: A Quick Guide to Free Speech at Colorado State University

WHEN IS SPEECH NOT 
PROTECTED UNDER THE 
FIRST AMENDMENT?
•	 When it’s used to incite a breach of the peace
•	 When it fits into a category of unprotected 

http://col.st/hH1qm
http://col.st/1HYVw
/free-speech/
/free-speech/

